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PRESIDENT TRUMP 
TEST POSITIVE FOR COVID-19
 President Donald Trump announced that both he and 
the First Lady Melania Trump had tested positive for 




SINCE THE BOOK BURNING
On October 9, 2019, a group of Georgia Southern 
University students burned a copy of author 
Jennine Capó Crucet’s book “Make Your Home 
Among Strangers.” A year later, The George-Anne 
reached out to students on campus to ask them 
about how they believe the university had changed 
since that scandal.
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This colorful picture is from the 2018 Holi Festival
TAMARA TANKSLEY/staff
Outside of the library on October 12, Jazmyne 
Jose is giving advice to Alexis Badger, who is 










Outside of the nursing building on October 13, 
MaKaylee Kelley, Sarah Wilson, and Brittany 
Odom just got out of their last regular nursing 






Why do you wear a mask?
I just want  to protect the 
members of my community 
and hopefully by doing so 
allowing us to keep having 
in-person classes. Georgia 
Southern is my home and I 
want everyone to stay safe 




Page designed by Jaelynn Gillis To contact the editor, email gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu
@TheGeorgeAnne
BY FERNANDA CAMACHO HOUSER
Correspondent
Fernanda.CamachoHauser@thegeorgeanne.com
With flu season upon us, The 
George-Anne spoke to health 
services’ medical director about 
how to stay safe during the flu 
season during a pandemic.
The ongoing pandemic has 
created a strain on the health 
system, and according to an 
email from Brian DeLoach, 
M.D., medical director of health 
services, “Flu season will 
place additional strain on the 
nation’s healthcare resources, 
which are already potentially 
scarce due to COVID.”
The focus of healthcare 
providers is to maintain 
adequate supplies of 
PPE (personal protective 
equipment) to be able to 
administer the flu vaccine while 
adhering to social distancing 
guidelines, according to 
DeLoach.
For those of us on-campus, 
this means that the flu shot 
will be available on a walk in 
basis in the Statesboro and 
Armstrong campuses health 
centers Monday through 
Friday.
Vaccines will also be 
available in local pharmacies 
like they do every flu season.
DeLoach clarified that 
getting the flu vaccine will not 
protect you from COVID-19, 
but instead works to reduce 
your chances of getting the flu.
“Getting a flu vaccine this 
fall will be more important 
than ever, not only to reduce 
your risk from flu but also 
to help conserve potentially 
scarce health care resources,” 
said DeLoach.
The campuses will continue 
to carry out their plans for 
COVID-19 when it comes to 
making appointments and 
seeing the appointments 
through.
“Students who have flu 
symptoms can use their online 
health portals to schedule 
appointments,” said DeLoach. 
“Because flu and COVID 
symptoms overlap, students 
should report any symptoms 
into the CARES team and 
should reach out to their health 
care provider for advice.”
When it comes to other 
precautions that should be 
taken this flu season of a 
Pandemic year are as following 
according to DeLoach:
Washing your hands 
frequently with soap and 
water or an alcohol-based hand 
sanitizer
Coughing or sneezing into 
your elbow
Socially distance and stay 6 
feet apart from others
Frequently clean your 
household, work space, and 
other commonly used areas
Wear your facial coverings
Stay home when sick and 
avoid contact with other 
persons who are sick
What could flu season look 
like among COVID-19?
The latest numbers from 
the Georgia DPH’s COVID-19 
Daily Status Report for 
counties with a Georgia 
Southern University campus
Bulloch County:
2,979 case   32 deaths
Chatham County:
8,956 cases   178 deaths
Liberty County:















STATESBORO — Georgia Southern 
officials reported the first increase in five 
weeks, announcing 14 cases during the 
eighth week of school.
“The report below reflects that 
confirmed and self-reported cases 
remain stable, and no single day 
last week registering more than four 
positive reports.” said a disclaimer on 
GS’ reporting website. “Positive reports 
remain a very small proportion of our 
overall university population.”
No cases are reported from employees, 
two from the Armstrong campus and 
none from the Liberty campus.
COVID-19 Analysis 
Total COVID-19 positive cases since 
returning: 1,136








The George-Anne welcomes letters to 
the editor and appropriate guest columns. 
All copy submitted should be 350 words or 
fewer, typed, and sent via email in Microsoft 
Word (.doc/.docx) format to letters@
georgiasouthern.edu. All submissions must 
be signed and include phone number for 
verification. GSU students should include 
their academic major, year and hometown. 
The editors reserve the right to reject any 
submission and edit submissions for length. 
Opinions expressed herein are those of the 
Board of Opinions, or columnists themselves 
and DO NOT necessarily reflect those of the 
faculty, staff, or administration of GSU, the 
Student Media Advisory, Student Media or 
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On October 2, 
President Donald Trump 
announced that both 
he and the First Lady 
Melania Trump had tested 
positive for COVID-19. 
What impacts this could 
have on the nation and 
the upcoming election are 
still unknown, but several 
students and faculty 
of Georgia Southern 
University have made 
their thoughts on the 
situation known.
Many kept up to date 
on the situation, and 
were informed of his 
contraction of the virus 
soon after it was revealed. 
Several expressed concern 
for the president’s health.
“I hope he gets better, 
because it’s definitely 
something people should 
take seriously.” One 
student said. “I wish him 
well.”
“I don’t think this will 
affect [the nation] too 
much.” Another reported. 
“I think he’s still able to 
do his job just the same, 
but he just won’t be able 
to campaign and get out 
and do as much.”
Others point out the 
rather ironic turn of 
events, given Trump’s 
history of downplaying 
the threat of COVID-19.
“I just lost someone this 
weekend to COVID, so it’s 
like, you play these games 
with this deadly disease, 
and say it’s not true, and 
now you’ve got it!” Stated 
a student. “I find it really 
ironic, and maybe this 
is kind of a way of him 
learning a lesson.
Another said, “He kept 
on saying all these racist 
things, and not protecting 
Americans before until 
it got really, really bad 
and Americans started 
dying. So now he wants 
to believe that it’s actually 
a thing and it’s actually 
harming people.”
Some are more 
concerned with what 
this could mean for the 
upcoming election, as 
someone with such an 
unpredictable disease 
running for president 
could lead to just as 
unpredictable and 
precarious situations.
“If he recovers, it’s just 
going to add more drama 
to the election.” Reported 
a faculty member. 
“If something worse 
happens, being so close 
to an election, who knows 
what’ll happen?”
“I hope he doesn’t try 
to use it in his defense 
or anything like that.” A 
student claimed. “I also 
just wish them well–I 
mean, it’s COVID–I know 
a lot of people on Twitter 
are having a great time 
with it, but I think for the 
most part I’m concerned 
for their health; I want 
them to get better, but I 
also hope he doesn’t use 
this in a negative light.”
GSU’s students and staff speak up 
about the president and first lady 
testing positive for COVID-19
BY FERNANDA CAMACHO HAUSER
Correspondent
Fernanda.CamachoHauser@thegeorgeanne.com
With classes relying on 
Zoom as a way to reach all 
students with classroom 
occupancy limits there 
are those who have issues 
getting from one class in 
person to the next online.
The University has widely 
available computer labs 
along with a far reaching 
WiFi network for students 
to be able to set up shop 
on campus without having 
to commute back home 
between classes.
“Additionally, some 
colleges have identified 
rooms that are not in use 
during specific times and 
have designated them 
as study rooms — those 
also can be used for Zoom 
classes.” wrote Carl Reiber, 
provost and vice president 
of academic affairs, in an 
email to The George-Anne.
These Zoom Rooms 
can be found via posts 
on bulletin boards boldly 
labeled “ZOOM” where it 
lays out the location of the 
rooms as well as when they 
are available.
Once you get to these 
Zoom rooms, they have a 
sheet on the door restating 
the particular room’s 
schedule along with the 
classroom capacity.
Just like any other area 
on campus make sure to 
maintain social distance if 
there are others utilizing 
the room and keep an eye 
on the room’s person limit.
Can’t make it from 
an in-person to 
virtual class on time?
Georgia Southern created Zoom 
rooms to ensure students arrive 
to class on time
SHAKAILAH HEARD/staff
Jalon Ross, a senior civil 
engineer student and 
organizer for the Breonna 
Taylor march making 





Roughly 100 students 
made their voices 
heard and marched for 
Breonna Taylor and 
social injustice Saturday 
afternoon on Georgia 
Southern’s Statesboro 
campus.
“At this climate, 
you know, I definitely 
wanted to, you know, 
offer some type of 
opportunity for people to 
come together and fight 
for some of the things I 
believe in, we see what is 
going on in this world,” 
said Jalon Ross, a senior 
civil engineering student 
who led and helped 
organize the march.
Ross is the president 
of Men of Vision and 
Excellence. He also 
serves on the President’s 
Student Advisory 
Council, Alpha Phi 
Alpha Fraternity 
Incorporated Xi Tau 
Chapter and is the 
student assistant for 
the office of Inclusive 
Excellence.
Students are 
participating in the 
march for Breonna 
Taylor and social 
injustice at Georgia 
Southern Saturday. 
(Shakailah Heard)
“My overall goal 
for the march is to 
spread the message to 
the campus that there 
are people here that, 
you know, support the 
minority groups,” Ross 
said. “It’s people here 
that believe that Black 
Lives Matter. It’s people 
at the school that believe 
Breonna Taylor did not 
deserve the injustice that 
she received and it’s not 
just Breonna Taylor is 
multiple names that we 
can keep going on for a 
list.”
Taylor was a 26-year-
old Black woman who 
was shot multiple times 
and killed by Louisville 
police officers in her 
apartment in March. 
According to The New 
York Times, the raid 
was botched and no 
charges were announced 
against the other two 
officers who fired shots. 
Additionally, no one 
was charged for Taylor’s 
death.
Ross led the march 
through campus and off-
campus near Cambridge 
apartments. He said 
he wanted to bring 
awareness to GS and 
to Statesboro and show 
that students are trying 
to fight for the justice 
that he thinks should be 
served.
Kyra Belk, president 
of the National 
Council of Negro 
Women organization, 
encouraged many of her 
members to come out to 
the march in support of 
Taylor.
“With everything 
that’s going on, I feel like 
as Black women as our 
whole organization, we 
should just come out and 
fellowship with other 
Black women and Black 
individuals on campus 
just to show that our 
voice means something, 
so people know that 
we actually stand for 
something,” Belk said.
Ross says a lot of times 
people try to find excuses 
when social injustice and 
police brutality happens, 
but he believes no 
person should lose their 
life to police brutality 
with special emphasis on 
the background of Black 
people being killed by 
police.
Jalon Ross, a senior 
civil engineer student 
and organizer for 
the Breonna Taylor 
march making opening 
statements at Georgia 
Southern. (Shakailah 
Heard)
“You see it every 
day when you open up 
your phone, you know, 
police brutality, social 
injustice, racial injustice, 
inequality are very 
evident today,” Ross 
said.
Ken Gassiot, associate 
vice president for student 
engagement, said he is 
glad that students have 
the comfortability to 
express themselves and 
show concerns for what 
they care about and the 
freedom to so on our 
campus.
“What we want to 
do in the division of 
student affairs is support 
students in what they 
care about, support 
students with their 
concerns, and let them 
know that they have 
university, staff and 
faculty who cares about 
them as human beings,” 
Gassiot said.
Ross said to be able 
to achieve some kind 
of resolution when it 
comes to police brutality 
and police excessive use 
of force in America, is 
to vote. He said voting 
for the local sheriff, 
congress, senators and 
house representatives is 
where it begins.
“How we can change 
it is by voting people 
into the elected positions 
that we want to see,” 
Ross said. “From there 
we will be able to work 
on those systematic 
issues, if we able to vote 
out the ones that’ve been 
doing that.”
Ross said going on 
Twitter and tweeting is 
not enough, going on 
Instagram and posting 
is not enough, students 
have to get out and vote.
Following grand jury decision in Breonna 
Taylor case, minority organizations 
march for continued justice
SHAKAILAH HEARD/staff
Students are participating in the march for Breonna Taylor 
and social injustice at Georgia Southern Saturday.
SHAKAILAH HEARD/staff 
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GS students discuss their 
hobbies during quarantine
Department of Art to host 
showcase of 5 students’ art
STATESBORO — Over the 
break and during quarantine, 
social media was inundated 
with status updates and articles 
of new hobbies, skills and 
routines people were taking up 
to pass the time.
How does that translate 
to what Georgia Southern 
students did?
The overall pattern seemed 
to be a return to activities that 
a busy school and work don’t 
allow that much time for.
“I picked up fishing when we 
were quarantining seriously 
and couldn’t leave the house,” 
Marcus Moss, a senior, said 
when asked what new hobby 
or skill he picked up. “I was 
like, you know what, lets go 
enjoy the outdoors.”
Other students admitted to 
spending the time catching 
up on their TV shows through 
Netflix and doing more cooking 
than they are accustomed to 
during non-quarantine times.
Bailee Williamson said, “I 
worked out a lot, watched 
Netflix, and I cooked a lot, 
too. A lot more than I do now, 
because I don’t have time. 
That’s pretty much it. I watched 
a lot more tv than I usually do 
and I played with my dog.”
Hannah Holland said she 
was able to read books, which 
is something she said she 
doesn’t have much time for 
now. Similarly, Samuel Tanner, 
who was walking with Hannah 
Holland, said he spent his time 
playing video games.
BY FERNANDA CAMACHO HAUSER
Correspondent
Fernanda.CamachoHauser@thegeorgeanne.com
STATESBORO — The Betty 
Foy Sanders Department of 
Art will be hosting a showcase 
event boasting the art of 
graduating seniors entitled 
the “Process to Perception,” 
according to a Tuesday press 
release.
This event will display the 
artists’ individual works, 
varying between digital 
productions, oil paintings, 
collages, and sculptures. 
Five artists—Tom Curran, 
Tara Delbridge, Marlee 
Engle, Daylon Gardner and 
Emma Lewis—have worked 
cooperatively to create 
individual pieces that jointly 
define the concept of processes. 
“In our exhibition, ‘Process 
to Perception,’ five artists have 
worked together to consider 
the concept of process — 
from biological processes, 
to emotional, to technical 
processes,” said Delbridge in 
the press release.
The ultimate goal of this 
event is to showcase the idea 
of concept to realization in 
the form of various artworks. 
The five artists collaboratively 
created individual pieces to 
combine for one ultimate 
understanding that is the basis 
of the event. 
Tom Curran, senior artist, 
said while the pieces are truly 
unique, they come together to 
create a masterpiece.
“Each piece shows its own 
individual character while 
simultaneously working as 
part of a whole to represent the 
exploration of an idea,” said 
Curran in the press release.
The event will be hosted 
at the Fine Arts Gallery at 
the Armstrong campus from 
October 12 until October 27.
STATESBORO — This 
year’s homecoming week 
will take place during the 
week of November 2 through 
November 7.
The week leading up to 
this game will include T-shirt 
grabs, 12 virtual events 
including the parade on Friday, 
November 6, at 3 pm, several 
competitions and much more 
for both students and alumni 
throughout the week. 
The theme this year will 
be Soaring 20’s: Soaring to 
New Heights and will include 
several student and alumni 
events ending with the 
crowning of the homecoming 
court during halftime of the 
GS Eagles vs. the Troy Trojans 
game.
Voting for homecoming 
court will come to a close on 
Thursday, November 5, at 2 
pm through MyInvolvement 
on your MyGS account. 
For more information about 
these events and how to 
participate in the homecoming 
2020 festivities as a student 
or alumni, you can visit the 
Homecoming 2020 page on the 
Georgia Southern website.
The 2020 Student 
Participation Packet is also 
available with the use of your 
student credentials with more 
detailed information about the 
events and how to get involved 
with this year’s homecoming.
How to 
participate 
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STATESBORO — After seven 
months of being on the job, 
TaJuan Wilson, Ed.D., chief 
diversity officer, has released 
Georgia Southern’s first 
Inclusive Excellence action 
plan.
The 27-page document is 
comprised of goals and their 
sub-strategies and actions, the 
Inclusive Excellence statement 
and vision and messages from 
Wilson and GS President Kyle 
Marrero.
Wilson spoke to The George-
Anne Wednesday to discuss 
the big points of this big plan. 
“Recruitment, retention and 
advancement,” said Wilson. 
“We’ve heard our students 
loud and clear, particularly 
underrepresented minority 
students who said, ‘We would 
like to see more faculty and 
staff of color… who [share] 
their underrepresented 
identities.’”
“This plan really sets us up 
for, what I believe, will be 
incredible success in the area 
of making sure that they feel 
that sense of belonging that, 
in some cases, we’ve heard 
hasn’t always been present,” 
Wilson added.
Some of the biggest points in 
the plan include additional 
diversity, equity and inclusion 
curriculum in KINS courses, 
along with the already-
enacted FYE curriculum, 
creating a program to 
identify undergraduate and 
graduate students of color to 
develop and support them to, 
hopefully, diversify the faculty 
pool upon their graduation 
and to increase the number of 
underrepresented faculty in 
chair level and above leaders 
until percentages match the 
workforce.
While this is a first-of-its-
kind plan for GS, Wilson 
believes what makes this plan 
powerful is what GS officials, 
including Wilson, will do 
next.
Each college and central unit 
will be required to create 
their own action plan due to 
Wilson’s office in mid-March. 
Faculty senate and the staff 
council will also be creating 
their own plans. 
“What this does is [the plan] 
ensure accountability on 
a level like never before 
seen at Georgia Southern 
University,” said Wilson. 
“Some universities develop 
a plan and that’s it. We’ve 
developed a plan where we 
recognize that the real work is 
the next step.”
Wilson hopes that the campus 
community will immediately 
see change thanks to the plan. 
“What [the plan] really does 
is provide for us what’s been 
missing in a lot of ways,” 
said Wilson. “There are a lot 
of people that care about this 
work; what’s been missing is 
this roadmap to success.”
While Wilson may have been 
the author of the plan, he says 
it was a team effort to put it all 
together.
“This is everyone’s plan. I 
feel strongly about that. This 
isn’t my vision… this is our 
vision,” said Wilson.
EXCLUSIVE: Georgia 
Southern releases 27-page 
Inclusive Excellence 
action plan
Chief Diversity Officer: 
“This isn’t my vision… this is our vision”
PHOTO COURTESY OF: GEORGIA SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
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A look back at last year’s infamous 
book burning
On October 9, 2019, a 
group of Georgia Southern 
University students burned a 
copy of author Jennine Capó 
Crucet’s book, “Make Your 
Home Among Strangers” 
which was required reading 
for freshmen, in retaliation 
to the author’s presentation 
and statements of “white 
privilege” earlier.
While the event made 
nationwide headlines, several 
departments of the university 
and a large portion of the 
student body spoke out and 
protested this action, most 
demanding punishment 
for the book burning, the 
university itself made few 
moves besides condemning 
the act.
A year later, The George-
Anne reached out to students 
on campus to ask them 
about how they believe the 
university had changed since 
that scandal–if any change 
was noticeable–as well as 
how their process in handling 
those scenarios had changed. 
To protect their privacy, The 
George-Anne replaced their 
names with pseudonyms.
“It’s kind of like [the 
university] just kind of 
brushed it aside a little, and 
then kind of went about their 
business,” Student A said. 
“So I don’t really think it’s 
gotten better; I kinda think 
it’s like, ‘Okay, it happened, 
let it go.’”“I don’t think they 
handled [the book burning] 
well, because all we got was 
a simple inclusion email, 
How far have we come?
and I think things should 
have been done more than 
an email,” Student C stated. 
“And as far as recent events 
that happened over the 
summer with racial things, all 
we got was an email–I’m sick 
of getting emails, so I don’t 
think it was handled very 
well besides–all they gave us 
was an informational session 
on ‘what is book burning?’ I 
don’t think that’s enough.”
Some students expressed 
uncertainty about the current 
situation, however, and if 
there was enough evidence to 
determine a noticeable change 
in the university’s method of 
dealing with crises like the 
book burning.
“I don’t think we were able to 
see much of an improvement, 
just because [COVID-19] 
happened, so it was kind of 
a distraction. I don’t think 
they [the university] handled 
it the best; it could have been 
better,” said Student D. “I 
don’t think people really think 
about it right now, so it’s like 
we don’t really see much of an 
improvement right now. All I 
can say is that it could have 
been handled better.”
“Hopefully the university 
system will do better in terms 
of racism and racist acts, there 
just hasn’t been enough of 
that recently to tell if it has 
been changed, but I know the 
university system–especially 
Georgia Southern–has not 
had the best record in terms 
of dealing with people who 
do those acts and say those 
things,” said Student E.
Among the students The 
George-Anne reached out 
to, a few made known their 
hopes and suggestions for 
how the university could 
improve their processes to 
ensure another situation like 
the one a year ago won’t 
happen again.“In that case, if 
they respond differently, that 
could stop a lot of the backlash 
they receive; even if they don’t 
handle the situation, it’s still 
about the way they respond.”
“I feel like something about 
racism should be included in 
when students are applying 
to Georgia Southern; like 
they make you do the alcohol 
thing and all that stuff. I feel 
like something about race and 
diversity and inclusion should 
be included.” Student G said.
“I just want to be ensured 
that it’s equal on both sides, 
really, because, I can’t say, 
like it’s just speculation, but 
it’s hard for me to believe that 
if black students did the same 
thing that it wouldn’t have 
been perceived differently,” 
said Student H. “So I want 
to see that there’s equality all 
the way around, or I really 
just want those students–
especially those students that 
are like publicly racist or have 
been outed as racist–to face 
consequences, because at the 
end of the day I understand 
inclusion, diversity, but 
if we’re going to promote 
that, then we need to make 
sure that all of those diverse 
populations feel safe.” 
The George-Anne also 
reached out to the chairs of 
the departments of history 
and writing and linguistics, 
the first departments of the 
university to speak out against 
the book burnings.
“The department’s 
contributions align with the 
university’s focus on Inclusive 
Excellence, including 
welcoming Dr. TaJuan Wilson 
as the university’s first 
vice president for Inclusive 
Excellence,” said Carol 
Herringer, Ph.D., chair of the 
history department. “The 
steps that the university has 
taken to promote inclusivity 
are heartening. Unfortunately, 
I can’t comment on the campus 
climate, since we have not had 
a typical campus experience 
since before spring break.”
Herringer added she is 
hopefully to soon resume in-
person gatherings including 
classes and hosting speakers.
“I think Georgia Southern 
University has taken several 
positive steps toward 
improving campus climate 
around issues of inclusion 
and diversity,” said Russell 
Willerton, Ph.D., chair of 
the writing and linguistics 
department. “It’s up to us 
as members of the Georgia 
Southern community to live 
our values and treat each other 
with utmost respect. I hope 
the campus community will 
follow the administration’s 
lead.”
Willerton also added that the 
hiring of Wilson sends a great 
message and is appreciative of 
his work thus far.
“We think Georgia Southern 
has made great strides in 
creating an environment of 
understanding, inclusivity 
and appreciation for 
our differences,” said 
Jennifer Wise, director of 
communications at GS. “It’s 
clear we have more to do — 
this is a process that will not 
end… While we are obviously 
still unable to control 
the actions of any wone 
individual, we recognize that 
our success as an institution 
of higher learning depends on 
our ability to embrace, value, 
and appreciate the diversity 
of students, staff, faculty, 
administrators, and alumni 
across our campuses.”
The university also included 
this list of accomplishments 
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BY JENNA WILEY
The George-Anne Reflector Editor-in-Chief
jw13472@georgiasouthern.edu
As I sit on a cold metal bench outside of the 
Wildlife Center at Georgia Southern University, 
I can hear the sounds of nature all around me. 
Birds are chirping, squirrels are playing in the 
crunchy autumn leaves and water is babbling 
from a nearby fountain. 
The first thing someone sees as they enter 
the center are colorful and exquisite displays 
of wildlife. I spot some people milling around 
exploring the center on their own time, 
admiring the displays. There are snakes, fish 
and all types of animals on display. The feeling 
in the air is calm and eager to learn, which is 
something Steve Hein loves to do.
Steve Hein’s office, located in the Wildlife 
Center, is decorated with what at first glance 
seem to be amazing photographs of wildlife 
and animals. Upon closer inspection, I 
discovered that they are actually paintings that 
Hein has done himself. Three sit across the top 
of his desk of the bald eagle: Georgia Southern 
University’s iconic symbol Freedom.
Hein graduated from Georgia Southern 
University with a degree in Business 
Administration in 1983. After graduating from 
GS at age 23, he dove headfirst and became a 
full time professional wildlife artist. Hein said 
he has “never had a real job” because it doesn’t 
feel like work to Hein since he gets to do what 
he has such a strong passion for every day.
Although Hein has never had an art 
lesson, his talent can be seen in his busy work 
history. Hein has done artwork for numerous 
companies like Coca-Cola and Georgia Power 
Company. Along with personal projects, Hein 
is also working on up to a year’s worth of 
commissioned art pieces at any given time. 
As a wildlife artist, Steve received the 
Georgia Governor’s “Artist of Excellence” 
award; won the 1987 and 1988 Georgia Wildlife 
Management Area Stamps; was chosen in 1986, 
1987 and 1990 Georgia Ducks Unlimited Artist 
of the Year; and worked on a national level 
with Ducks Unlimited, Quail Unlimited and 
the National Wild Turkey Federation. 
Along with art, Steve also finds passion in 
falconry. Hein has been participating in the 
ancient art of falconry for 33 seasons, with 
this past season his most recent. Steve often 
credits his career here at Georgia Southern 
as a complete “accidental career” more than 
anything else. He said he was “in the right 
place at the right time” and that his talent 
and passion for falconry was the genesis for 
creating the Wildlife Center here at Georgia 
Southern. 
When it comes to other things Hein enjoys 
doing, the list is endless. Steve likes to fish, 
practice archery, woodworking, and the 
obvious: bird watching. He is also an avid 
hunter with his own falcons, hawks and dogs 
that he has trained to hunt alongside him. 
There is no way to put Hein’s typical work 
day into a strict schedule because every day 
is not the same. Although Hein does not 
participate in the many different types of 
educational presentations done at the Wildlife 
Center, he credits the staff for the smooth 
running operation of the center. 
“We exist on the backbone of the students 
who have gravitated to the wildlife center,” 
said Hein. 
While most students who work at the 
Wildlife Center are studying a subject related 
to biology or wildlife, Hein says he doesn’t just 
seek out biologists. He enjoys working with 
“people persons” because so much of what 
they do involves being the liaison between 
nature and man for people who come to visit 
the center. 
The way the Wildlife Center is run is 
fundamentally and philosophically different 
than a lot of other centers of the same caliber. 
This center focuses on hands-on learning 
and having the educational process be an 
intellectual and emotional pursuit instead 
of one or the other. Hein helped create the 
Wildlife Center and was even working on the 
blueprints in his own kitchen.
“‘We [as humans] are tactile creatures, we 
don’t say ‘hey don’t touch that,’” said Hein. 
“We do the exact opposite. We say ‘hey come 
and touch’ in a responsible way.”
Game days in Statesboro are electric and 
something that everyone who has been to a 
game in Paulson Stadium looks forward to is 
Freedom’s Flight during the Southern Pride 
Marching Band’s pregame performance. Those 
30-odd seconds where Freedom is flying 
over the heads of Eagle Nation are an iconic 
part of Georgia Southern culture. However, 
someone that is an important gear that keeps 
the machine turning is often in the foreground.
The preparation for game day flights actually 
begin the week before the flight is scheduled to 
take place, Hein said. He typically tries to get 
Freedom into the stadium at least two times 
during the week, doing practice flights around 
the same time he would be flying on Saturday. 
The staff also tries to mimic how Freedom’s 
eating cycle would be like if he were to be in 
the wild, so Freedom is looking for food on 
game days and is essentially hunting for Hein, 
who is his food source. 
Steve is always the person that Freedom 
flies to, so Hein has never been on the upper 
deck of Paulson Stadium for a release. Wildlife 
Curator Scott Courdin or Education Program 
Coordinator Wayne Paulk are one of two 
people who release Freedom. Hein is the 
person down on the field doing what he calls 
his “Freedom Dance”. 
Regarding what goes through Hein’s mind 
during Freedom’s Flight, he had two words to 
say: “Not again.” Hein knows very well that 
you can’t ever predict what an apex predator 
is going to do, and he calls Freedom’s flight 
pattern when he circles the stadium a “toilet 
bowl flight”.
“There are certain things that I reflect upon 
in that moment that puts it all in perspective for 
me,” said Hein. “Flying a bird is entertainment. 
There are things much more important. You 
have the national anthem, you’ve got a canon 
that’s signifying our military service men and 
women.” 
During the flight itself, Hein has to stay 
hyper-focused on Freedom. He is constantly 
watching his movements and trying to read 
his behavior. Only until Freedom lands safely 
can Hein somewhat relax and enjoy the crowds 
reaction. 
Freedom has given so many amazing 
moments to Hein. It was difficult for Hein to 
choose which moments stood out the most.
One of the moments that came to his mind 
was during the first time Georgia Southern 
played against the Naval Academy. As 4,000 
midshipmen men and women marched onto 
the field, Steve Hein was right there with them. 
As they marched past, the midshipmen cut 
their eyes to Freedom in recognition. Later on 
in the game, Hein ventured into the stands that 
was a sea of white with Freedom.
Another moment he recalls happened after a 
game in Paulson Stadium. Steve and Freedom 
had just finished singing with the band and 
football players, and he was walking around 
and allowing people to snap some photos with 
Freedom when a Latina woman approached 
him. Hein recalls that she was tearful and 
trying to speak, but Hein unfortunately 
couldn’t understand her. She then placed 
a gentle kiss on Freedom’s shoulder. There 
was another woman nearby who was able to 
translate to Hein. He learned that the woman 
had just applied for America Citizenship and 
being able to be there and see the nation’s 
symbol meant a lot to her. 
“I had to turn around myself as to not get 
emotional in front of them,” said Hein.  “It was 
just so touching,” said Hein.
As our interview came to a close, one thing 
became very clear to me: Steve Hein is someone 
who loves what he does, and he has so much 
passion for art, wildlife and animals that it is 
sometimes difficult to put into words.
Watching Hein and Freedom interact 
in what some would call their “stomping 
ground” without the roaring crowd and bright 
lights game days offer in Paulson Stadium, 
was something truly special. Hein was stern, 
yet comfortable with Freedom, and it was 
clear to me that both of them have a mutual 
relationship of respect.
Everything boils down to his love and 
respect for the outdoors and everything in it. 
Hein has been able to bring two things he has 
an undeniable passion for, art and wildlife, into 
a career that seems perfectly tailored to him. 
“It’s been a really fun, unbelievably rich 
life that is more of an accident than anything 
else. I’ve been very blessed and I’ve been 
the beneficiary of the ‘serendipity and 
synchronicity of life,’” said Hein.
The man behind the bird
It’s been a really fun, unbelievably rich life 
that is more of an accident than anything 
else. I’ve been very blessed and I’ve been 
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Eagles add October 17 game 
against UMass to schedule
STATESBORO — After 
announcing the postponement 
of the much anticipated 
Appalachian State game 
yesterday, Georgia Southern has 
already added a replacement 
game to the schedule.
The University of 
Massachusetts (UMass) 
Minutemen will visit Statesboro 
on Oct. 17 to take on the Eagles. 
The game will take place at 4 p.m. 
and will be nationally televised 
on ESPNU.
UMass announced on Sept. 21 
that the football program would 
take part in a limited fall season 
after previously announcing the 
cancellation of any possible fall 
season. The Oct. 17 game will 
be the first game of two known 
games for the Minutemen in 2020, 
as they are scheduled to play the 
University of Connecticut at a 
still undetermined date this fall.
This will be one of seven total 
home games for the Eagles in 
2020. In addition, this puts the 
Eagles in a situation where they 
will play nine games in nine 
weeks with no additional bye 
weeks.
If the Eagles find themselves 
in the Sun Belt Championship, 
this number could balloon to 10 
games in 10 consecutive weeks.
The Eagles and Minutemen 
have met twice while members 
of the FBS and twice while 
members of the FCS. Each team 
has won two games in the series, 
with the latest matchup finishing 











STATESBORO — For the 
second time this season, 
Georgia Southern has had a 
football game postponed by 
their opponent. However, 
this time it comes from 
Following the postponement of the Appalachian State game.
This is the second consecutive game that the Mountaineers 
have been forced to postpone
PHOTO COURTESY OF Sun Belt Confrence
Appalachian State postpones 
October 14 game
The man with arguably one of the most unique 
jobs since the pandemic began
Appalachian State, the Eagles, 
most hated rival.
The Mountaineers were 
forced to postpone the 
marquee matchup amid their 
battle with active coronavirus 
cases and contact tracing 
within the team.
This announcement 
comes less than a week 
after Appalachian State’s 
cancellation of their game 
against Louisiana. At that 
point, the Mountaineers had 
approximately 18 players test 
positive for COVID-19, but 
the current number of cases is 
currently unclear.
Dec. 12 has already been 
announced as the new date 
for the game, which means 
the Eagles will play eight 
consecutive weeks without 
an open date. In addition, 
The story of Jared Benko, GS’ athletics director, who only had four days of 
“normalcy” before the nation came to a halt
In a world that has been 
anything but normal for the 
past few months, almost no one 
has a “normal” job experience. 
However, Georgia Southern 
Athletics Director Jared Benko 
has had arguably one of the 
most unique jobs on the planet 
since the global pandemic first 
broke out.
On March 5, news broke 
that Georgia Southern had 
hired then-Mississippi State 
Deputy Director of Athletics 
Jared Benko to be the Eagles’ 
new director of athletics. On 
March 9, Jared Benko’s hiring 
was officially announced by 
the university. The hiring was 
hailed as a “perfect fit” by 
most and the future of Eagle 
athletics seemed to be in great 
hands.
However, approximately a 
week later, Georgia Southern 
students were sent home and 
the sports world virtually 
shut down. This put Benko in 
a never-before-seen situation 
of being an athletic director 
during a global pandemic.
In addition to a global 
pandemic, the task of hiring 
a new basketball head coach 
was thrust onto Benko before 
he was even supposed to 
officially start his new job at 
Georgia Southern. 
“In some ways there hasn’t 
been that natural progression, 
but I wouldn’t trade it. To 
me, we’re always going to 
try to find the positives in 
everything we do,” said Benko. 
“Despite COVID-19 and other 
challenges, it has afforded me 
the opportunity to know my 
staff  and our student athletes 
on a deeper level.”
The abnormalities Benko 
faced did not stop when sports 
returned this fall. In fact, there 
are a plethora of new obstacles 
that Benko has encountered as 
director of athletics.
The biggest new obstacle 
has been the ever changing 
situation revolving around 
positive COVID-19 cases 
and contact tracing. Georgia 
Southern has had a number 
of sporting events cancelled 
on them for this reason, from 
football games to women’s 
volleyball matches.
When asked if there was a 
point where Georgia Southern 
had drawn a line in the sand in 
regards to canceling a game, 
Benko said, “It is going to 
be under the auspices that 
we absolutely can’t play the 
game.”
As a first time athletic 
director, Benko has been 
praised for his work but has 
also leaned on other well-
respected athletic directors 
such as Florida’s Scott 
Stricklin and the University of 
Connecticut’s David Benedict. 
During an era defined by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, this 
advice from his peers has been 
extremely valuable for Benko, 
according to him.
When asked about the 
eventual return to normalcy 
the world hopes to see 
once the pandemic is under 
control, Benko expressed a 
lot of excitement. He added 
that Eagle fans are just as 
passionate if not more than 
fans at his previous stops in 
the SEC and cannot wait to see 
Eagle sporting events at full 
capacity once again.
if Georgia Southern finds 
themselves in the Sun Belt 
Championship, they will play 
a ninth consecutive week.
When asked about what 
options were on the table, 
Georgia Southern Athletics 
Director Jared Benko said 
nothing had been ruled out at 
this point. 
The possibilities discussed 
in Benko’s Wednesday press 
conference ranged from 
adding a twelfth game to the 
schedule to moving up the 
Coastal Carolina game to an 
earlier date, however, nothing 
has been decided as of yet.
In other Sun Belt news, the 
Coastal Carolina game against 
Louisiana has been postponed 
due to Hurricane Delta. 
This makes the possibility of 
moving the Coastal Carolina 
game up much more difficult 
logistically speaking.
As of this moment, Georgia 
Southern will now shift their 
focus to their Oct. 24 matchup 
on the road against Coastal 
Carolina.
Werts, quarterback for Georgia Southern
PHOTO COURTESY OF Sun Belt Confrence
Shai Werts #1 for the Eagles
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5 Droid download, 
say
8 Caroled





































6 Take the skin off
7 Wall Street scare
8 ‘70s sound system
9 “So that’s it!”
10 Neighbor of Swed.
11 Rifle or pistol
19 In addition
21 Rainbow shape
23 Too wit too woo 
bird
25 Appeal for help
26 Wrongful act











42 A farewell remark
44 Argue a case
47 Tall story
49 Vegas glitter source
50 Breeder on a farm
51 Dumbo’s likeable 
trait
52 Low card
53 Shoot the breeze
54 Day before an 
important date




Solutions on page 12
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14
15 16 17
18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31 32
33 34 35 36
37 38 39 40 41 42
43 44 45
46 47 48 49 50 51
52 53 54 55 56 57
58 59 60
61 62 63
SUDOKU by Myles Mellor and Susan Flanagan
Each Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9X9 grid that has been subdivided into nine smaller 
grids of 3X3 squares. To solve the puzzle each row, column and box must contain each 
of the numbers 1 to 9. Puzzles come in three grades: easy, medium and difficult.
Level: Difficult
1
5 6 3 8
7 1 6
7 3 1 5
2 8 3
4 6 5 9
6 4 5
1 3 8 4
2
SUDOKU by Myles Mellor and Susan Flanagan
Each Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9X9 grid that has been subdivided into nine smaller 
grids of 3X3 squares. To solve the puzzle each row, column and box must contain each 
of the numbers 1 to 9. Puzzles come in three grades: easy, medium and difficult.
L vel: Medium
3 7 5
9 7 8 3
1 8 6 9
6 3 2
5 8 9 2
7 5 1
5 2 4 9
7 5 9 2
9 2 5
S O C A L L E D P A S S A G E H T I
U W A A C E M A E R C U B E R O J E
N N E T R T S T R A E U K F R P E P
S S A P H E S T A N D A R D O E W B
S T A R T O A A W H W L D L R I E I
L O U D M E G O D S A E I T Y O L K
A O T D H O D E H U Y T T R H E P E
I L R W Y E R A S E S S E A O O D S
D R A T D O E A S T L I M I T N U I
L K N I V A C L X K A M S L U L M E
S E S A F E R D A I S Y E O T Y P E
W P F N I A T K S F S O R T A O O C
U T O T O M W O H R I G N E C K D E
N A R R O W S O A O D B Y S T U N M
G O M R O A D P R G E C E L L S A E
K N E W Y O Y O E S A L A L A E V N
R E D U C E D P S S E I H K T D A T




































































































Sales Creative George-Anne StudioReflector PR/Marketing
Interested in writing, photography, design, 
videography, marketing, or sales?
Submit an application with The George-Anne 
Media Group today! No experience needed.
Apply online at thegeorgeanne.com
Sudoku Solution
6 8 3 2 7 9 5 1 4
2 9 4 5 1 6 7 3 8
7 5 1 3 4 8 6 2 9
9 6 7 4 3 1 8 5 2
5 1 2 9 8 7 3 4 6
3 4 8 6 5 2 9 7 1
8 7 6 1 2 3 4 9 5
1 3 5 8 9 4 2 6 7
4 2 9 7 6 5 1 8 3
Sudoku Solution
6 3 2 9 1 4 8 7 5
4 5 9 2 7 8 6 3 1
1 8 7 3 6 5 9 2 4
7 6 3 1 5 2 4 9 8
5 4 1 8 3 9 7 6 2
2 9 8 7 4 6 5 1 3
8 1 5 6 2 7 3 4 9
3 7 4 5 9 1 2 8 6
9 2 6 4 8 3 1 5 7
A C T S A P P S A N G
U H O H S E A T H O U
T I E R H E N E A R N
O N S E T L I A R
W O O C R E P T
S H A D O W Y C O L O N
P E W L E T E R A
A R A B S S A B B A T H
S Y R U P R A Y
O N L Y D E N S E
T R E K E A T B E T A
W A V E A R E Y O U R
O P E N D N A E N D S
S O C A L L E D P A S S A G E H T I
U W A A C E M A E R C U B E R O J E
N N E T R T S T R A E U K F R P E P
S S A P H E S T A N D A R D O E W B
S T A R T O A A W H W L D L R I E I
L O U D M E G O D S A E I T Y O L K
A O T D H O D E H U Y T T R H E P E
I L R W Y E R A S E S S E A O O D S
D R A T D O E A S T L I M I T N U I
L K N I V A C L X K A M S L U L M E
S E S A F E R D A I S Y E O T Y P E
W P F N I A T K S F S O R T A O O C
U T O T O M W O H R I G N E C K D E
N A R R O W S O A O D B Y S T U N M
G O M R O A D P R G E C E L L S A E
K N E W Y O Y O E S A L A L A E V N
R E D U C E D P S S E I H K T D A T
D S C O M P O S I T I O N S E S L P
Sudoku Solution: Medium
Sudoku Solution: Difficult
